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Nazi hatred for anyone considered different 
stands as the antithesis of the values of free-
dom and liberty that we hold so dear. 

It is also important to recognize the sac-
rifices, service, and dedication of Allied sol-
diers and underground fighters that resulted in 
the defeat of the Nazi regime and the libera-
tion of the concentration camps. We are in-
debted to the service of these brave souls 
who fought against evil to stop the death and 
destruction of the Holocaust. 

Mr. Speaker, today we mourn the innocent 
lives lost and vibrant communities destroyed 
by the Holocaust. We also honor those heroes 
of the Warsaw Ghetto who faced certain death 
when they fought against the Nazi’s planned 
extermination of their community. With our sol-
emn remembrance of the atrocities of the Hol-
ocaust, we empower a new generation to en-
sure that such crimes are never again re-
peated.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO VIVIEN SPITZ 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to take a moment to honor Vivien Spitz for her 
dedication and devotion to the court reporting 
profession over the past six decades. She has 
given so much to the court reporting profes-
sion and gained the admiration of friends and 
colleagues. 

Vivien Spitz has played a valuable role in 
preserving history and documenting events of 
epic proportion throughout her career. She is 
a Fellow of the Academy of Professional Re-
porters of the National Court Reporters Asso-
ciation. Ms. Spitz was an Official Reporter of 
Debates and Chief Reporter in the United 
States House of Representatives from 1972 to 
1982. During this time she reported Presidents 
Nixon, Ford, Carter, and Reagan on their 
State of the Union Addresses to the Nation. 

Vivien also reported all foreign Heads of 
State who addressed Congress during this pe-
riod including King Juan Carlos of Spain, 
President Anwar Sadat of Egypt, and Prime 
Minister Itzhak Rabin of Israel. She reported 
President Carter’s establishment in 1978 of 
the President’s Commission on the Holocaust, 
appointing Elie Wiesel as Chairman. She was 
also the first woman reporter in the U.S. Sen-
ate on temporary assignments during 1969, 
1970, and 1971 out of her Denver district 
court. 

By contract with the United States War De-
partment, Ms. Spitz reported the Nuremberg 
War Crimes Trials in Germany from 1946 to 
1948, including the Nazi Doctors Case. She 
recorded verbatim the words that came from 
the mouths of witnesses and victims who sur-
vived the heinous experiments ‘‘in the name of 
scientific medical research’’ conducted by doc-
tors who had taken the Oath of Hippocrates to 
heal and cure, turned into doctors who be-
came torturers and murders. Through the 
record that she helped to create this serious 
tragedy will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank Vivien for 
her years of work and dedication to her pro-
fession. The history that she has preserved 
through her devoted work as a court reporter 
will never be forgotten.

SECURE ACT OF 2005

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, today, following 
two school bus crashes that resulted in mul-
tiple injuries and fatalities in the last month, I 
reintroduced the SECURE Act of 2005, which 
requires all school buses to have safety belts. 

Just yesterday, 23 children were injured in a 
bus crash in Missouri. Video from another ac-
cident in 2003 in Ohio shows 30 children lit-
erally falling out of their seats and being 
thrown against the other side of the bus. How 
can we say that our school buses are safe? 
We cannot wait for another tragedy to occur. 
It is time for Congress to take action. 

Since we were old enough to ride in cars, 
we were taught to buckle our safety belts. We 
have taught our children these basic safety 
lessons to potentially save their lives during 
collisions. Yet, one of the most frequent forms 
of transportation used by school-aged children 
is not equipped with any life-saving safety 
belts. How can we not give our children the 
safest possible ride by assuring that all school 
buses are equipped with safety belts? 

Currently, only six states require safety belts 
on school buses, including California, which 
was the first state to require three-point safety 
belts. The remaining states use the 
‘‘compartmentalization’’ method to secure the 
safety of the occupant. This method assures a 
reasonable level of safety in frontal crashes; 
however, a 1999 report by the National Trans-
portation Safety Board found that 
compartmentalization does not adequately 
protect passengers from lateral impact and 
rollover crashes because passengers do not 
always remain completely in their seats. Also, 
the national Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration concluded that there is less trauma to 
the head and neck of passengers wearing 3-
point safety belts. 

Many people argue that the cost of installing 
safety belts on school buses is too high, when 
in fact it is only about $1.80 per child. That is 
a minimal cost to pay to protect a child’s life. 

I hope that my colleagues will join me in co-
sponsoring this legislation. We should not offer 
our children anything less than the safest ride 
to school each day.
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CORRECTING MISCHARACTERIZA-
TIONS IN PRESS REGARDING AS-
SISTANCE FOR PALESTINIANS 

HON. JIM KOLBE 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. KOBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to correct 
mischaracterizations in the press regarding as-
sistance for the Palestinians included in the 
fiscal year 2005 Emergency Supplemental that 
passed Congress on May 10. As my col-
leagues are aware, the conference agreement 
includes $200 million in assistance for the Pal-
estinian people. Contrary to statements of oth-
ers, this is the amount requested by the Presi-
dent. 

Several recent articles and editorials have 
inaccurately portrayed the way in which Con-

gress provided this funding. The inaccuracies 
contained in these articles do not reflect the 
intent of the Administration or Congress and 
threaten to undermine the good work of the 
United States in supporting a lasting peace in 
the Middle East. These inaccuracies must be 
corrected. 

First, the President did not request the $200 
million as a direct payment to the Palestinian 
Authority. As Administration officials have re-
peatedly stated publicly and in communica-
tions with Congress, this funding was re-
quested predominantly for projects that benefit 
the Palestinian people. For instance, Secretary 
Rice on February 16 testified before the For-
eign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee 
and on February 17 before the House Inter-
national Relations Committee that most of 
these funds would be used for projects, not di-
rect payments to the Palestinian Authority. In 
fact, the supplemental conference agreement 
includes a chart highlighting how assistance 
should be provided on a project-by-project 
basis. This chart directly tracks the justification 
material provided by the Administration to sup-
port its supplemental request and establishes 
a mechanism for proper Congressional over-
sight and intent. 

Second, it is simply incorrect to call an addi-
tional $200 million of U.S. taxpayer assistance 
a ‘‘no-confidence vote’’ for Mr. Abbas. There is 
widespread Congressional support and con-
fidence in Mr. Abbas which is reflected by the 
$200 million provided in the supplemental and 
the $75 million provided in the fiscal year 2005 
appropriations bill. This constitutes a nearly 
three-fold increase in U.S. assistance to the 
Palestinian people in just six months. As the 
final bill makes clear, these funds are provided 
with the same terms and conditions that have 
applied to Palestinian assistance in years 
past. Under these terms, the President may 
provide direct payments to the Palestinian Au-
thority only if he certifies to Congress that 
such assistance is important to our country’s 
national security interests. 

Finally, the final bill requires that $50 million 
of the assistance should be provided to Israel 
to improve the movement of people and goods 
to benefit the Palestinian people. A stable Pal-
estinian state must be built on economic de-
velopment, and economic development must 
be built upon a smooth flow of goods and peo-
ple to and from the Palestinian territories and 
Israel. The Congress also made it clear that 
infrastructure will have to be developed in both 
the Palestinian and Israeli territories. 

Mr. Speaker, it concerns me that editorial 
boards of certain newspapers would make 
such strong statements about out lack of sup-
port for the Palestinian people based on inac-
curate information. These issues are too deli-
cate and too important to be damaged by 
careless journalism.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. IAN HARRIS, IN 
RECOGNITION OF THIRTY YEARS 
OF SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY 
OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to today to congratulate a distinguished 
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constituent of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, Dr. Ian Harris, who was recently honored 
for 30 years of service to the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

Dr. Harris serves on the faculty of the 
School of Education at UW-Milwaukee. He is 
currently chairperson of the Department of 
Educational Policy and Community Studies, 
and was the founder of the Peace Studies 
Certificate Program. He is widely known in na-
tional and international circles for his work in 
the field of peace research. 

The hallmark of Dr. Harris’ work is his dedi-
cation to non-violence and peaceful methods 
of conflict resolution. He has published numer-
ous articles and books, including one that of-
fers peacebuilding strategies for educators 
and community leaders who work with young 
people. 

Dr. Harris’ approach is certainly relevant to 
the needs of young people in my district. I 
thank him on behalf of the students he teach-
es at UW-M, as well as the broader Mil-
waukee community.

f 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Mar-
tyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Day. This 
year, the 60th anniversary of the end of World 
War II, serves as a solemn reminder of the 
tragic events that resulted in the murder of six 
million Jews and millions of other men and 
women. Today, we honor their memory and 
sacrifice. 

Yom Hashoah is a sad day, but it also has 
a message of hope. It evokes memories of the 
lows of humanity and what can happen when 
the world turns its back to oppression. It re-
minds us of the suffering of millions who en-
dured the evils of discrimination and racism. 
The entire world was impacted by the terrible 
events of World War II. We remember and 
honor the many individuals and their loved 
ones who suffered simply because of their reli-
gion or ethnicity. 

This occasion is also a time for hope be-
cause we honor the memory of the past by 
passing down the lessons we have learned to 
future generations so that such tragic history 
will never repeat itself. Today, many events 
are taking place around the world to remind us 
of the events that took place during World War 
II and to unite all people together against rac-
ism, bigotry and hate. 

The Days of Remembrance Ceremony was 
held in the Rotunda of our Nation’s Capitol, a 
fitting place to spread the message of justice 
and freedom and to remember the heroes who 
gave their lives in the fight for freedom and 
democracy only 60 years ago. I am proud to 
stand here today to honor the memory of the 
victims in hope that the world will never again 
witness these atrocities. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important day for all 
mankind to stand together against racism, 
hate and intolerance and I urge all my col-
leagues to take a moment to reflect and re-
member.

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR JOSEPH 
CHIUSOLO 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to take this opportunity to direct your attention 
to the life of a remarkable individual, Mayor 
Joseph Chiusolo of Cedar Grove, New Jersey, 
who was recognized on Friday, May 6, 2005 
as Man of the Year by UNICO National. 

Joseph Chiusolo was the son of a fire cap-
tain and spent his formative years living in Jer-
sey City. He attended catholic elementary 
school before moving on to the Hudson Coun-
ty Vocational School in North Bergen. Mayor 
Chiusolo has accredited much of his success 
and accomplishments to his adolescent expe-
riences in Jersey City which inspired him to 
dedicate his life to enhancing the lives of oth-
ers. 

At the age of 14, Joseph began volunteering 
his time at the Secaucus Ambulance Corp. 
and the American Red Cross. Upon reaching 
his eighteenth birthday, he became an Emer-
gency Medical Technician at the Jersey City 
Medical Center. Joseph continued to work 
hard and eventually his sacrifices and efforts 
were rewarded. 

In 1978 he became Assistant Director for 
the American Red Cross Disaster Services. 
He was primarily responsible for the coordina-
tion of emergency disaster responses in Jer-
sey City and Hoboken. While serving at this 
post, in 1979, Joseph arrived at the scene of 
a burning building before the Fire Department 
and subsequently rescued the occupants. 

After this experience, he vowed to do all he 
could to educate people about Fire Safety. It 
was at this time, that Joseph started a T-shirt 
screen printing business in the basement of 
his parents’ home which became known as 
‘‘Turn Out Fire and Safety.’’ He became a 
major supplier of Police, Fire, and EMS uni-
forms as well as protective clothing throughout 
the tri-state area. 

Joseph Chiusolo moved to Cedar Grove, 
New Jersey in 1989 and immediately volun-
teered his time to the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment. He quickly became a fixture within the 
town and was elected by the residents to 
serve on the town council in 1997. Since that 
time, Joseph has served two terms as Deputy 
Mayor and two terms as Mayor. 

As a former mayor and the Congressman 
for the Eighth Congressional District of NJ, I 
cannot think of another individual who has 
given more to Cedar Grove. Thus it is only fit-
ting that he be honored, in this, the permanent 
record of the greatest freely elected body on 
Earth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Township of Cedar Grove, Jo-
seph’s family, friends, and me in recognizing 
the outstanding service of Mayor Joseph 
Chiusoloa.

f 

IN MEMORY OF RAMON WAGNER 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the life and accomplish-

ments of Ramon Wagner, a Milwaukee resi-
dent and an advocate for low-income people 
whose legacy will live on despite his untimely 
death on April 15, 2005. 

Mr. Wagner, who founded Community Advo-
cates in 1976 and served as its Executive Di-
rector, dedicated his life to serving the Mil-
waukee community. For almost 30 years, 
Community Advocates endeavored to be a 
place where people in need could come for 
help. In service of Mr. Wagner’s vision, Com-
munity Advocates developed and implemented 
a range of services that help low-income fami-
lies cope with the everyday challenges of liv-
ing in poverty. 

Low-income people throughout Wisconsin 
can thank Mr. Wagner for helping to organize 
the moratorium on natural gas shut-offs during 
the winter months. He negotiated an agree-
ment with the gas company after an elderly 
woman died in her unheated apartment in 
1984, because her landlord had not paid the 
heating bill. 

Mr. Wagner will be remembered as a cham-
pion of services for low-income people, but he 
also leaves a strong legacy in his efforts to 
strengthen the network of service organiza-
tions. He understood that connecting to others’ 
efforts would magnify the impact of scarce re-
sources. 

Ramon’s was a well-lived life. I salute him 
for his dedication to serving others.

f 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
MEMBERS OF GARY INDIANA, 
BRANCH OF NAACP 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to recognize and commend the 
members of the Gary, Indiana, branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). On Friday, May 13, 
2005, the Gary NAACP will hold its 42nd An-
nual Life Membership Banquet and Scholar-
ship Dinner at the St. Timothy Fellowship Hall 
in Gary, Indiana. 

This annual event is a major fundraiser for 
the Gary branch of the NAACP. The funds 
generated through this activity, and others like 
it, go directly to the organization’s needed pro-
grams and advocacy efforts. The featured 
speaker at this gala event will be Attorney 
Dennis Wayne Archer. Attorney Archer will be 
honored with the Roy Wilkins Award. Archer is 
the Immediate Past President of the American 
Bar Association. He is the first person of color 
to hold the position as president of the ABA. 
Attorney Archer is also the former Mayor of 
the City of Detroit. 

Attorney Fred Work will be honored with the 
Benjamin Hooks Award. Attorney Work is a 
distinguished attorney who has provided legal 
services to many citizens, not only in the com-
munity of Gary, but also throughout the State 
of Indiana. Attorney Work was the first African-
American Judge in Lake County. Work was 
also the first African-American to graduate 
from Vanderbilt Law School and the first Afri-
can-America to be nominated by the Demo-
cratic Party for statewide office. 

The Gary NAACP would also like to recog-
nize the accomplishments of the West Side 
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